The hotspots of ‘The City Different’
The capital of the ‘Land of Enchantment’
Santa Fe, New Mexico’s capital city captures the hearts of culture lovers daily, hiking enthusiasts and history buffs with its galleries, museums, hilly and picturesque nature and some of the oldest buildings in all of America.
Buildings with stories of days of yore
Your cultural tour is best started in the town centre of the city, otherwise known as the ‘Plaza’. Here you will find 'The Palace of the Governors' which has been in constant use by the New Mexico government over the centuries, but now serves as a captivating museum about New Mexico. This complex is still surrounded by other colonial structures, all of which are made of adobe, an ancient building material composed of earth and sand dried purely by the heat of the sun. In other words, these buildings in the downtown area were exclusively created by Mother Nature. 
A 10-minute walk south of the ‘Plaza’, you'll find the oldest church in all of America: the ‘San Miguel Chapel’. Forget all the churches that are decorated with a stunning gold altar and expensive statues of saints, because none of their beauty can equal the loveliness of this modest and humble House of God. The chapel was built in the early 1600s by a group of Tlaxcala Indians, who settled on the banks of the ‘Santa Fe River’. The purpose of the church was to worship the Tlaxcala gods, but after a conversion from an Italian monastic order, their faith changed to Catholicism. This explains the cross on top of the roof, which peaks above the canopy. For the people of faith, there is a mass every Sunday where they can praise the Lord and for the non-believers, like me, the church is accessible before and after a mass.
Finally yet importantly, we have the most historic and noticeable building in whole Sante Fe, I am obviously talking about the glorious ‘Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi’. With the gothic style that oozes from all sides, it could have been an inspiration for an Edgar Allan Poe story, and thanks to this particular architectural style, it is a very peculiar building, as its style does not resemble that of surrounding structures. In the charming little square located just in front of the cathedral's portal, we find a statue representing Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, the cathedral's constructor.
Jaw-dropping panoramas
One of Santa Fe's gems is its beautiful flora and fauna. You can make the most of this at the ‘Randall Davey Audubon Centre’, a stunning 135-hectare walking site. The 190 different species of birds will whisper you to sleep with their soft songs and the deer and doe will make you feel like you are in in a fantasy realm.
For the real daredevils among us, there are of course tougher hikes, such as the 15.3 km trek through the ‘Chamisa and Borrego loop’. Don't be put off by the length of the path, because once you're up on the 766-metre peak you'll feel like the king of the world, looking over paradise on earth with sunbeams shining through trees and the babbling rivers radiating one and all splendour. So this hike is a tough one, but nothing ventured, nothing gained.
Culture as nourishment for body and mind
While you are walking, you might as well visit the various markets and festivals that Santa Fe has to offer. Markets come in all shapes and sizes, such as the famous Farmer Markets. At the Farmer Market you can meet the farmers from northern New Mexico who offer you their fresh products, from fruits and vegetables to meat and chocolate. At these markets there is an overpowering fragrant mix of several spices, the mesmerizing scent of flowers and the heavenly aroma of biscuits, that smell even better than the ones your grandma bakes.
Of course, not all culture in Santa Fe revolves around food, so the city also has several museums. If you love art projects with a social impact, then the ‘Meow Wolf museum’ is definitely for you. Several artists join forces to create colourful and catchy creations that can keep you up all night. An exceptionally brilliant experience, if I do say so myself.
Destination of dreams
So, don't have any travel plans for the holidays yet? Don't panic, because as you can see, Santa Fe is guaranteed the perfect place for you. It is one of the most wonderful holiday destinations for young and old where you are guaranteed to have the time of your life. So don't hesitate and come to the capital of the 'Land of Enchantment', because this is the place where all your dreams become reality.

